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Wasmsurox, Dee. 10, 1861,
YHE MASON-SLIDELL AFFAIN.

The mail bag ining the despatohes from Minister
&hm: was plaged in charge vl’l‘n]sln':nlgmrg-l’wkii_-:
the Twenty-sccond Maseachusotts Voluntears, at Beston,
with & view of expediting ite trapswirsion o Waghing-
%on,  Captain Cook travellod with the Quocn's messenger,
I&]_‘lhin Seymour, by the Shore Line route from Boston to
fﬂr iE'wk, wherd hey arrived more than two hours be-
hind time, and missed the connection, The Euglish
bearer of despatehies procooded by apecial train.

Captain Cook tolegraphed Seerclary Seward to know if
he should engago & special Lruin, and received answer (hat
it was not noceseary. Ho arrived with hie charge this
morning, ouly a fow hours behind Capt. Seymour. The
@napatches were calmly received by the Becretary, They
Miled a large mail bag, and weighed one bondred ponnds.

At Now Haven there was great excitemeut at the dopot
when the train arrived. Thore was an jmmenre crowd,
eurious to £c9 the Queon's meseenger, who was theo fast
naleep.

An abaurd ramor was circalnted to-day, that the gov-
ernmont decided last evening to surrender Mason and
Blidell. It Is without any foundation whatever.

Up o eleven o'clock to-uight Lord Lyons had made no
eommunication from his government to the Prosident or
Bearetary of State relative lo the seigure of the traitors
Manon and Slidell. Mr. Adams, in his communications
%o Mr. Seward, gives s clear and dulailed idea of the feel
ing of the Brillsh people and the sentiment of British
wlatesmen, but doos Bot indicate that hekmows the pur-
port of Lhe lustructionk of the English governmeut to
Lovd 1.yons.

Nothing contoined tn Mr, Adaws’ despatehes vadicaies
Bhal that povermment will make any emorbitant demand wpon
e United Slates relative Lo the seizure of the traitors. This
% not only true, but 1 sm permitted toanncance, by high
officlul authorivy, that private leiters received Iu-d!}'q
from distinguished British stat n, nssert that the
government of Greal Britain will not demand the reloaso
of Magon end Slidell, but will require an apology and swch
veparation a= the United Riates can hosorably graot.
This s aleo confirmed by olber privite correspondence
from Americpus (o Loodon, who have facilities for learn-
ing nomething of the intentions of the British govern-
ment.

The Franch Winister gave a dinuer this evenins. The
British, Fpanish, Russian ond other Ministers wore pre
ment. Im conversation the tables were rather turned
wpon the Freuch Minister, that he had received uo in.
structions from his government on the Masou and Slidell
affuir, since Frapce wes viewed as the chosen ally of
BEagland. 7This was pleasantly dooe, bul the French
Miniater did not relish the joke.

The President bas important private letters that will
Bave great welght in the summing up of 1this traltorou®
dmbroglie, y

Benator Sumaer, Chalrman of the Commiltes on Finance,
Iaterrupted the proceedings of the Seuate to-dav, by mov.
ing that the body go into Execulive Session to copsider
dmportant business communicated by special messago
from the President, The motion carried.

The message covered lighly important dosuments con-
eorning our foreign relations, bul having no reference to
he Mosen and Slidell affair. It conoerns the Lri-pariite
expedition to the Guif, which s, after 2!, of more im-
portance o this government than overything else now
agitating the public mind in this conntry. The message
-was ordered to printed.

The Mason and Slidell affalr &2 only employed by the
Briigh government ae & protext while thewomploy their
dorces in amether direction 0 destroy our power and
strengthen their own

FHEE CASE OF THE BRITIRH AIEF PERTHMEINE—THE
DAMAGE TO HER OWNERS MADE GOOD,

The Committe: on Foreign Relationn, to wham was ro-
ferred 8o much of the Prewident’s Message ag rolates to
any claim of the British government <n account of the
detontion of the skip Perthshire, have had the same un-
Aar considerution, and now report.

‘The President, lndite annual Message, juvited the at-
tentjon of Congre=s & the correspendence bolwesa her
Britannic Majesty's Minister uccredited o this govern.
ament and ths 8 7 of State, relndive 6 the ‘deten-
tiow of the British ship Pertlishire, iu Juoe lest, by the
Woited Etaten Massarhusetis, for u suppossd

the 301h the ship left the bLarbor of Mobile, and wa:
boarded by nn officer of the United States steamor Nia.
gura, who passed bor, by order of his superior officer,
Captain W. W. McKean, United States Navy, as the (iftoen
days allowed by the President of the United States for
neutral vessels o depart had not expired.

The ship proceeded un ber voysge nptil the 9th of June,
when he was boarded and eeixed na n prize by order of
Cammandor M. Smith, of the United States steamer Mavsa-
chuseuts, & prize crow was placed on board, and she wan
taken buck 10 the blockading squadron, Captain MoKean,
he afllver commanding the squadron , statod to Commanid
or Smith that the Perthelilro had loft Mobile within the
time allowed by the President's provlwmation, and that
ho vansidered the capture floga), 18 Ly order of the Navy
Departmient no noutra) vessel, not baving oo board con-
traband of war, wik 1o be detuined or captured unless
atlempting to leave or enter a blockaded port after the
avlilication of bloekade had besn endorsed ou her ro-
ginter.

Uapliin Adame, of the Sabine. stated that st the time
the Ferthisbire wan boarded from his ship, nod ordered
off from Pensacola. there was no blockads of Mobile
Capitain Molean accordingly directod Commander Smith
to releass the Pertheliire, and o replace. such provisions
and stores ue niight bavo been used by e prize crew,
Which was dane,

On the arcival of the Perthire at Liverpool, Mr. tiray,

her ownor, sddressod & msmorinl o Enrl Bussoll, her

Brivumic Majoety's Seavatury of State for Foroign Aflairss
requesting his lordship, through (he British Ministor at
Washington, to bring the cise before the povernmaent of
the United sSuites. wiid & present a elaim for two hundrod
pounds storiing, el g twelve days freight st the rato i
which ghe wir chartored. The clabm was naard g ly
presented by Lord Lyons to the Becretary of Stata of the

Uniled States, wha referred the subjset to the Eceretary |

of the Navy for information, On the recelpt of o report
of the fucte in the case, Mr. Soward sddrossed tho follow.
ng letter 1o Lord Lyuns.—

Diseasermiewe ov Srare, Wastiusuion, Oct. 24, 1861,

My Lomo—Your lotter of the 11th of d-_\l.-;l.mr lust, pro.
Eenting the elaim of Mo, Wi, Gray, owner of the British
ehip Ferthabire, for damager nearrod by the detention
OF that vieral by the Llockading squadeon of the Unitel
Hlates, wis referred by me to the Seecotary of the Navy
fur it mation upon e subjoct. 1 have now recevid
the answer of the Socrotary of the Navy thoriupon,
whicl fuils to show me that” the detantion’of the Pirih
Eliire by (¢ d Fmith, « ding the United
States goamir Massachusebts, wie warrantod by law or
by the President's proclamation  justitnting  the
blovkade, aithough 1 am  satishod that that oficer
nr.lr-i tpder  a  misapprobension  of  his  dutics
aad pot  from s Improver mogive,  Jt wil
# .
bedoug To Congrada fo llgn 1ﬂ1§:"u‘ﬂ the sum of iwo hun.
dred pounds, claimed by Gray, which sum soems to me
nol an unreasonable ooe. The Presidont will ask Con
gress for that ngoropristion a geou as they shall ment,
and he will direct that such instructiong shall bo given
to Cominodors Smith ss wul caution bim against o repe-
titiom of the errors of which you have complained,

avail my=elf of tlus opportunity o renew Lo your
lordship the assurance of my high consideratinn.

WM. H. BEWARD,

Right Hon, Lord Lyoxs, ke, k.

On these facts the commities report a bill for the pay-
ment of the sum cldmad by the British govermmnent in
behull of Gray, aod recommend ity passage.

RESOLUTION OF SENATOR TEN EYCK RESPECVING THE

WAR.

The resolution offtred by Scuator Ten Eyek, in relation
1o the war, is a8 follows:—

Resolved, That the presont war is for the Tolon, ae-
eurding to the constitution; that fts object is o xave the
formar and enforco the lntler, was go i the beginnig, is
now ae carried on,and should be so Lo the last; that
mieasires extroma and radioa!, disruptive In thomeelvos,
involving o a comsmon fale as well the loyasl as disloyal,
whould not bo resorted to; and that in orushing treascu,
wihlespread and bateiul as It o the goverumont itsell
canngt prove traftor Lo organio h‘r

FIRING OF A REDEL BATTERY ON THE POTOMAC.

A pew rebel battery on the Potomac, oppesite Hon
Point, congisting of three gune, one of which 1 a sixiy-
four pounder, opened fire Iast night. Ooe of the shells
carried away the corner of Clemens' House, and two fell
into the camp of a New Jersey regimont on tho Maryland,
neither of them exploding.  The last shot was fired about
twelve o’clock lust night.

AFFAIRE ON THE LOWER FOTOMAC—-BEHAHP FIEING
FROM THE REBEL DATTERIES—NARROW ESCATE OF
THE RELIAKCE.

The FPotomae ¢orrespondont of the Hmxarn makes the
following Teport —

Unrren Bvarme Sumavmn Y aNues, oFy MATwouay Cnges,
Poromar Riven, Deo, 16—17 1, M. }

At sundown this evening the United States sienmer
Relisnce, Activg Master Horrieon, left ber inoorings in
thin neighborboed , in order 1o pass the rebe! batlerios,
with the view of communicating with the lower flotilia.
Bhortly after sbe left the moon rose, throwing a fuint
light over the river. The rehol batteries at Opossum's
Nose have just opened fire. Three bright flashes of fame
ure seen , suncecdad by ue many loud reporte from heavy
gune. A short pume followe, and thim thore are four
nere fashen and as many reports. The Reliince muss
sbow o clean pair of heels, or she is lable to
ba crippled, §f not sk but Oaptain Marrison has
talien the precantion 0 bive as much steam op s his
engiverrs can produce, and the rebels must tire briskly
o keop pace with her. They scem to underetand it for
now tho lightning-'ike flashes and the mimic thunder of
the gune are quick ond meeksaot.  Ehells are describing
what Mre. Partington would correvtly enough call tho
“diabolic curve” through the sir, bursling over the
Maryland shore, and exhibiting n momentary gloam,
followed in & faw seconds by a sburp report, indieatiog
thit they bave exploded, None are secn W exploda aver
the river. and fhere ars consequimtly hopes that 1he
Reliance bus ron the gauntlet unharmed, thongh it s
possible thul-ehie may bave been etruck by solid shot 9,
unloaded  #hetl, Sttt the Rellance continues hor
onward course, under a foll head of steam, wud
8L the hatleries continne (o pour oat streams of fire
from their guns. Baltery after battery opens, Ehipiing
Point is reached, and the iron mossengers of death enn.
tinne to be sent aftor Lhe little vessel. Mo roar of (he
eanpon i nearly onntinnons, intermingled with the shrifl
whigtle of the shells as they cut through the evening air
Thomgh the Yankeo is six or seven milea from the hattery
that first of d, the of the at: T ]
n peroaplible iremor ou hourd this vessel. The batteries
at Chapawumsio creak, tha lowest along the line, now
opei,  Several more rounds are fired, avd st half.post
meven oOlclock the firing ceases, allor twenty-
seven shells bave been thrown. Onm  of ke
engmeerd hag  just  descended 10 the wardroom
#nd  intimated tbat the Reliance bas blown her
whistle twice, Thia proves that she has mot heen sunk,
and 4o judge by previous efforts on the part of the robels
it is improbable Lthat she is serjously injeced. She has
oot neturned the fire, ax that would only tend to still more
plainly expose her posilion,

Twomore guusare hoard (wbout cight o’elogk ) —this time
from the Maryland shore. A few minutes elapse and the
compliment i returned by twe mors guos frem Shipping
Point baiteries.

This afternoon the pew battery st Cockpit Polut fired
two shols from aheavy gun, it was sipposed st a brig
that Iny at the oirance (o sMatawoman .creck, a
little above Stump NWeck. Captain Eastman sent the
Murray down to low the brig furtber wp
out of vange, which wad done, the batlery at
Cotkplt Teiot did not open on  1he Reliance.

TEE TRIAL OF COLONEL RERRIGAN.
The trisl of Col. Kerrigan was resumed to-dsy. Capt,

®reach of the ¥lockade. o the opinlan of the Presidect
Bhin detenition was occasignid by an apvions wisappre-
beusion of the facts, and ar justice requires dhat we
hould commit no bellgreent act not founded ju strict
¢lght, am sanotjoned by public law, be recommendod that
an sppropriation ke made o satiely the reasonabla de:
mand of the owner of the vessel for her detemtion,

Tt appears from the correspoudence st the Britah
ship Perthahire, belonging to Wm. Gray, was chartered
By & merchant in Liverpool, in-March Inst, to prossed in
Ballast from Grimsby to Ponssscla, and there load o
cargo of timber for the Uniteyl Kingdom, the chbarterer,
bowever, baving his through his agent at Pen.
sacola, of ordering 1he hip 1o Mobile to load coMon o
Uiverpeol, The Peribshire sailed from G tmsby in March
faat, and on the 13th of May was makingfor the harbor
of Pensacols, when she was borrded by umofficer of the
Cnitod Biates ship Sabine, and her capinist was warned
st Pensacola was blockaded, but ioformed il Mobile
‘was 5ot blockaded. The elip then_ procesdad te obils,
where she arrived oo the 14th of May, tweive days
bafore that port was blockaded, and loadhd & cargo of
eoltan for Liverpool.

Ferg , of Company H, Bwenty-Afth regiment, testified
hat he bad aeen the accassd leavethio camp &t various
times ninee it was in Virginia, and that he was not geoer-
ally in foll uniform.  He heurd the Colesel iy that e had
roceived a leiter from Lisntenaat ¥ay, of his regincat,
who had boou taken prisoner. Yhe Colowe! suil Fay was
bard op and wanted ffteen dollaes. Wikiess asked the
Golonel if he waoted the officers Lo make np the amount,
and he roplied that be would attend to it; \hat Fay had
hesn an officer iu the regimeut, aud should Dot wani fer
moncy. The accused did not 1ell witnesa how bis received
the letter from Fay (it will be proved thas thix letter wae
taken bo the camp in ibe wall bag). On oue ococasion
witness rode oul with some German riflemen three miles
beyond sur lines, and afler returning siatad in
copversation with the Colouel his  belief that
he had bees further into tho enmmy's country than any
othar officers im the regiment. e described some land-
marks on the reule, and the Celousl sakd he had beor
still farther.  Wiloess said that io this conversation both
of them were, perbaps, speaking in bravedo. Fvidenos
wis algo put in W show that on one oocasion « captaln of
a ploket puat arracted a toligate keeper and sent bim to
canp. On the way Colonel Kerrigan and some ofloorg

The blocknda wing establiched on the 2oth of Moy On

mul the party and reitared Bim.

The tellman reterued

THE FICHT AT MUMFORDSVILLE.

e e A A e A P AP P

Positions of Gen. McCook’s Forces at Mumfordsville, Kentucky,
and Gen, Mitchell’s at Bacon Creek-—Progress of the

Advance from Muldraugh’s Hill, &e, &o.

| the elielucy of the

PRICE TWO CENTS.

onw cent and pubilia dosumenta at two cenls per pound,
within two thousand miles, making the postage on an
agricultural patent report fvo conts, and on volumes of
the size of the Congresmional Globe ten conts. The esii-
mated inoreass of ravenno s $1 000,000,

PENALITES FOR PRAUDS ON THR IOST OFVICH.

Tho Post Office Department will righlly enforce the
law againgt counterfoiting the handwritiog or frank of
nny parson ontitled o the Craokiog privilege, or causging
the same to be done, inorder to avoid the paymant of
the postage. ‘The penally §9 4 fine of $500.  Franks are
beiog fraudulently uied and sometimes forged and sold
Yo goliiors and other persons,

RELEASE OF MUTINOUS MEMBERS OF THE NEW YOIX
THINTEENTH REGIMENT.

Twenly-seven insubordinste mewbers of the New York
Thirteenth, who for two months past have boon confined
o the conteal guaedbonse, have boen relopsed anil geut
| 1o thoir ragitnend in Virginia, They all come Lo the decl.
| Blon to bo herealter fuiciiu! to duty.,

1 CONSULAR RECOGNITION,
| The President Nas reoognized Carl Friedrich Adao, of

Cineinnati, Consul for the Grand Duchy of Mocklenburg-
l Etrelitz for the Weatern States of Amorica,
| THE KEGHO POFULATION OF THE DISTRICT OF

COLUMBIA.

As the sulijact of nbolishing slavery in the Distriot of
Columbie i now agilated; It may bo of general (nterest to
know that, aoeprdiog to the recont cengog, the number of
#laves in Georgotown e 877, in Washington 1,744, amd in
e remainder of he county Sad—making o total of 8,185;
frew Blacks i the Dlstrict 11,171, and the total populstion
of Waslingion Is 61,192
_ THE DEAD ITEITER OFFICE.

The bill whieh passed (e House to-day for improving
Do Letter Ofllee, provides for
Cwonty-live additional glerka, st $800 cach onlary, 1o ne
cordanee with the recomuendation of e 'osimaster
Goneral: to return all dead Jottors o thelr willers, nnd
not valuabla etlers alomne, as now.

e

By the estimates of
the department it pregent of the postage rates, the re-
evipta on thers roturoed Ietters would oxceed tho cogt of
e roquived clerks $13,000 a year,

Tho il reported from the Post Ofes Comuittes in
ereanvs tho postage on returnod money lotters to trobley
and on all othor dead Jottors roluryed o double the or
dinary rates, s Ll further mereasing the surplus,

THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS,
FULET HESSION,

Sceonnte.
Warnnctox, Dee, 10, 1801,
THR EMANCIVAFION OF BLAVES,

Me. Sossen, (rep.) of Masy, progented petitions nome
rously signed ler the spancipation of slaves, with com
prenzaiion 1o Joyal masters,

VETTLION FOR GEN. FEEMONT'S PROMOTION,

Mr, Wane, (rop.) of Ohlo, progented o petition fom
citlgens of Olilo, asking that Jolo C. Fremont be appoiuted
u Licutesaut Genoral.

FEEECH OF M. WELLEY, OF VIRGINIA, ON NATIONAL AFVAIRE,

Mr. Wiy, (Undon ) of Ve, offered s resolution that
the exigting war wos forced upon the country by the
Etated o rebellion without provoeation, which was de
wignod o desiroy tho Udion and constitation, and  their
poen e wne bo desvow gl repudiate the fuo damenial

rincaples of & peprubliican government.,  He proveeded (o
ut mome enpth on the resolntion, eontemding that
the rebollion wis  pocfestly uujostiliable.  In oo eonttry
wns e sre and civil aod religions ety more
perfoct. vunfry bl beou in unexanigiod prosperity
and eppecinlly wa the South tevored, sl et o conse-
qrently eonld be o grievanco s Lo tho canse of the re.
belllon, ae . Vieginin Senator and slaveboblor hal de
cluped that the South wlwoys got what was demanded,
Ho comended the precioent ion of thoss penccals who
fomel declaied that i wis sub their ntention to terfers
with legal dnstiiuthune  wivd oxprescod i gratification
that the President B bis Mersage had realoclared fdelity
o ihe constitation, He decaved that by wo efforis
of Wi ghould  elavery  be  extended, though  he
bilieved it mecersnry  for the present  that the

£

-3

NEWS FROM GENERAL BANKS' DIVISION.

IMPORTANT FROM THE UPPER POTOMAG.

B e o o e P

Spirited Engagement at Point
of Roecks,

L e . RS

The Rebels Defeated and their
Cannon Destroyed.
&e.,

Ponr ov Rooxs, Dec. 10, 1861,
At ten o'elick thin morning a rebel battery of thieo
gunn, fanked with about two handced infantry, widdonly

commenced sholling the encampment of Colonel Goary's
Peunsylvants regiment,

&o,, &e.

About twonty wholls, wall aimod, fall ami’at the an-
oampment—tho first within a faw foot of Lisutonant
Culonel de Korponay, commanding. The aix cowpanics
I caing were well deployed and intrenehod,

The Twenty oighth roglment battery openad fire with
bwo guns, the first shot disabling ono of the rebel Rins,
the wivomd Calling o thelr vatitre,

Our battery theu advanced and poured & coutinnoie
fire into them, silonelng all thelr Ehng and driviog back a
forieth one reinforelig them

The robnls wore diiven from their position In full re-
treat. There were at loasl fourtoon killed, and many
wounded. O gide did not lose a man,

Thiy engagement. lawtol over balf an hour.

Afler the rout of the rebo's (he victors turned  thaie
Bhne on Bome Bouses near e O Paranee, on the Virgl-
ubs #ide, where about 160 rebols wers gecrets), driving
thon out, killing and wounding wany. Tho guus were ad-
wirably verved,

IMPORTANT FROM KENTUCKY.

PFrobable Battle HBetween the Armies of
Goen, Sehoepfll and Gen. Zollicofer,
Uincavsar, Do, 10, 1861,
The Commercial's Frankforl despateh says advices from
Somersol stite that yesterday morning at daylight Gone-
rivl Sehoepl, with g Lis foree, marehed out Lo allack Wi
rehals,
General Zollicofor i in position on Fiehing oreok with
6,000 men and some artillory, General Schosp®s force
autinigls of two Tennessen rogiments, Haskin's Keotucky
regiment, and the Seventeontl, Thirty-frst, Thirty-Gith
awnd Thirty eighth Olilo rogiments, Standart's Ohlo and
Heiow's Kentucky batterics of ten guns, four of which
oro rifed, four smwooth bore and two Parrott guns,
Guneral ZollicoMvr e no wagons on tlis gide of the river,
und bot indifferent moans of crossing.
Genernd SEchoepll wis fident of whipping him, with
somo hope of capturing most of bin men, The Teuncs-
aecans lend the eclimn.
It ie probablo that the battle took place yesterday or
to-lay.

THE RECENT FIGHT IN KENTUCKY.

e

The Brilllant Defcat of Three Regiments
of Rebels, with Thelr Battery, by Four
Companios of Unlon Troops—The Rebelw
Retrent and the Union Troops Hoeld

Afrienn ruce fhould Le kept i bendage, e gave o brisl
sheeteh of the rive of secession, and declared that it was
the result of o long conces bed conspirocy , as uvowed b

0 his housa, st which the picket was stationed. and re.

mamed Lthere. The same day the pickets in that neigh-

borhood were surprissd, and n scrgeant omplured b &

tree, The Court adjourned to Friday morning,
THE CASEOF COLONEL HALSTED.

Colonel Wm. Halsted, of the Now Jersey cavalry, was
trind tnalay by court martisl, The rabstfuoe of the
chargs wae that be drew commutation for foroge for dve
horses, and wlen drow forage in kiud, thus defranding the
government of eighty dolisrs. The evilence wan very
weak, and Colone]l Haletend wiill nndoubtedly te segubt-
tid, He wnbmittad o written dalence, dus g U resdag
of which e was afecied Lo Lears.

ARRIVAL OF CATT, EACWRTTE FROM RICAMOND- -T2
REPORTS OF THE CONDITION OF AFFAILS THERE.
Capt. Jem, B. Ricketls, with his herolc and deyoted

wifs, arrived in thiseity to-dny and are staying with

their relntive, A. J. Palmor, of the corpe of Topographical

Haginnara, Knited Staten Army.  Capt. Rickouts, at tho

Bread of his baltery, at Holl run, recaived a serlons woinid

in hiw left lJeg, from which he has not recoverad. His

goorl poonstitution and temperate hahita, and the at-
tendanse of his wife, have eoabled him to endure
tha pain amd withstand (he effects of any in.
jury by which tho principal bone of the limb was
ubatter~l. Whils confined s a prisoner of war in Rich-
mond Hoapital Captain Rickotta is exehanged for Capiain

Juliue I, Lagnel, who was taken prisoner at Rich Moun-

tnin, und arvived yesterday at Fortreas Monrne, His

exchange waa effected with dificulty, as the rebels justly
deemed him an  mccomplished  artillerist. Captain

Rickatis graduated at West Polnt In 18280, and hes been

nearly twenty years in the eervice. He now returns to

Washingtou, aftar having made a gallant fight, his bt

tery hav'ng boem redaken three times. Still & captain,

while some of Lis juniors by some ten yeare are brigudier
gonerals,

Youg correspomdent held an interview thie eyeniug
with Captain Ricketts and lLia lady, but thoy seemed in-
clined to withhold information respecting affairs in Vir-
ginin, probably from a fear that any revelations they
might muke would prova injurious to prisonors left behind
them. From other sources, however, we loarn various
interesting facts. The aflaira of the confedo-
ates  are  not  rose  colored  just now. The
blockmsde of their porta bhas produced the eo-
verest effects. Many staple arilcles of living are
scarce ibat they command ruinous prices. Sall s ex-
tsamely doar; tea costa foar dollars per pound, bnttar
neventy-five cents, cotton thread is Lwanty-five cents a
speol, and sewing eilk cannat be had. 8o presaing are the
wanis of the people in Virginia fer articles of prime
necessity that the newe from England respecting the cap-
tare of Mason and Sikdel]l was recelved with spasmodie
joys. Thae rebels begao to prodiot immediately after the
axploit of Commander Wilkes that it would preducea
ruptureawith Fugland o the benefit of sheir cavas, and
thoy pow feel coufldent of such & result.

J§ Their lndiguation at the eapture of thelr Ministers wan

much soltansd by the proep geod that would flow

from It through the hostillty of England.

The prompiiéude which Jeff. Davis fs fornished with
informoation frowm the North e surpricing. On Sundasy
wight he was awekened by a messenger, who iuformed
hien of the news reccived by the Enrapn and Capt. Soy-
moe's arrival. The messenger almost forced his way lato
Duvin' residages Lo sonvey to bim the weloome intelll.
gencs  Tie raceives & copy of the New York Hemanp
every day,and it i snid that he and his Cabiuse were
much annoyed by the coreect repors of the state of the
Richmond defencog, which lately appeared in the Hararn,
The y of the wae acknowlodged.

Tho robels are concentrating @ Jarge force mt Cooea-
haichie creek, in Bouth Carolina, ﬁzmenl Pembertan 8
o clwmand, akd Gepgrale Fvane agd Cregg are aleo

there. Tho Eleventh Alabama regiment wos Istely sent
thare from Conteryille on occount of the siekness among
officorsant men, Nine thousand of their men are Jyg
#ick in the pubilic hospitals of Richmond, besides large
mumbera i private hespitals and private houges,

The earthworks at Richmond are gtill without cannon
Ben MeCulloeh b there to sattle the diliculty occasioned
by the appointment of General Heath o pupereeds Gene
ral Price m Missourl. The appoiptment was sctodly
wade by Davis, bat he was compeliod to retract it

The other returped prisoners are Hev, Mr. Miues of
Grace chureh, Bath, Ma,, Chaplain of the Hecimd Maine
rogiment snd two buys, named Thomes Wilkingon and
Cha-lea Smith , gone of officers in GencruiSickios’ brignde,

Chaplain Mines axpresses hin acknowlodgments for kind |
the commandant ot |

traatment frem Genernl Wioder
Riehmuoud, and Cuptuin Gibbs, commandunt of the
Port. He represents the prisoeers ¢ much In zeed
of elothing. The Massachusetts men had recoived a
supply from the Slate goverumen', But none had roiehied
the others from the Unltod Staeg governmont,  Since
ookl wenthor sat in three or fonr deaths per day rosult
from the tneufliciency of clothing. For & large portion
of the time Mr. Mines wee not allowed to visit the sick
and dying, or o preach to the privates, Lattorly the
privilegn of the prisan was allowed fum,

fmn Thursday night a meeting of the Richmond Prison
Asgociatlom was ekl in bonor of the departure of thoir
Bergomnt.at-Arms. The President, un. Alfred Ely, ox
progsed the heliefl that e would bo negtoue released. The
ohject of thig asmociation is to extract eousolation out of
misery,

A MATINEE DANSANTE TO) CAPTAIN GHIFFIN AND HIE
BRIDE.

The officers of Griflin's Battery are to plye Capt. Griffin
und iz bride n matiner damsante, Nearly bwo bundrod
inyitations haye been lseued. b in expected that the
lending officers of the army and the elite of this city will
be present,

ARMY ORDER RELATIVE TO PASEES.

The followiug order was published yesterday —

Hreapguakteus Ausy oF TR Povosac, |

Wasmisuron, Dec, 14, 1861, [
1t has been represented o these headguirters, that in
dividuals from without the lines of this army huckaters,
&c., pnes within the lines, and are aliowed to oross again
40 their humes, Division commanders will lssue strin
gent instructions uipnn tus subjeat, o the end thet no
person comming within the lin:g of the army shall be per.
moitted Lo returu beyond Lthem witlout pnmw&hnrlty,

By command of Mujor Gieneral MOCLELLAN .

B, Winriaue, Assistant Adjutant General,

THE CANVASH CHAPEL OF THRE MAS£ACHUSETTS
NINTH REGIMENT.

The Ninth Marsachusetts rogiment yesterday put up on
their grounds a fine canvass chapel pixty-flve by thirty
feet, It into be dedi d, with appropriate exercices,
on Sunday. It is tastefully consiructed, and bas ample
room for the emtire regiment,

THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE WAR.
The Joinl Committee Lo inquire into the conduct of the

the lowderk of the rebeillon,  He argusd at sowe lengtl
agningl the doctrive of kecession , and cortended 1hat the
reul cange of seeodiion wak hostilivy to the demooratle
prineiples of republican government,

Without finkshing, Mr. Willey gave way (o a wmotiou for
an executive segslon,

THE ADIOL KNMENT O THE BOLIDAYE,

The resoltion of the Houso o adjonrn ool the 8Ll of

Jutiinry was taken v

atjourn on Monday next,
B, Bavarn, (uip.) of Del.. eald:—As the resolution
ronid only reforved Lo the House, by muved Lo nmend co
as (o uclade both houess, and that thoy ndjown from
Menday next to the 24 of January,

Mr. Wapr, (vep.) of Ohle, opposed the adjourament,
and moved to lay the sublect on the table,

Motion fost by ayes 17, nays 19,

Mr. Fe sexpey, (rep. ) of Me., moved that the gubject ba
postiaomed antil M n-lnir.

Motion logt by yeas 17, nays 18,

Mr. Fesievngy moved (0 postpoue the subjeet il
Lo Ier fow.

No quorum votiog on thiz motion, Me, Fosen, (rep.) of
Conn,, moved that (he Seaate ndjourn,

Thee motion was carricd,

Aoz,

INouase of Representatives.
Wassngron, Dec. 19, 1861,
THE COST OF ARMY TRANKPORTATION,

| On motion of Mr. Ansotn, (rep.) of L, it was re

golved that the Secrotary of War be reguestod to furnish
the oowt of teansportabion of arms, onlinance and muni
vng of war to that portion of the couniry weet of the
Atleghanies gineo May lagt, anid give, as fur as practics
ble, a detailed statement of the plices from which they
were (ransporied, snd the cost, aml whether by rall or
wiber

SOUMERS' NOUNTY,

The bilh to memend the set of July lost—which granie one
Domdred dollars bounty to the soldiers ot the expiration
of two yonre, wnt 1o those sooner hooorably dseharged
| by renson of wornds and digabilities, go as W0 exiend ity
| provisions to thoso whe entered (he service onder 1he
fivst proctamntion of the Prosident and were simblurly
sl i d—wae, ol ter debute, ladd vn Hie

AVFROIR N TOR NATIONAL KD,

Mr. Siwvexe, (rep) of Ba,, Trom the Cunmittse on
Wirws el Moars, ponorted g 00 makng an approprisdion
for the comstrcebion , presonvation aud repnie of Turlitea.
o atd wor ke of defenee. Referrod wo the Commiie of
this Whole on bid State of the Didan,

PARS AR OF A RILY FROVITING ¥OR TWENTY 100N OLAD BTRAM
LUNDATE,

The Honze rosumed the capgideration of the bill pro
viding for constrocting twenly iron-clul steam gunbonts
o be built by contract or otherwise, &1 the Secrotary uf
the Novy may deem hest for the public interest

Mr. VALLAXDNIHAM, {".-pp.'f of Uhlo, offered and advo-
watord an smendment providing that the new gunboats
ehall b eomstruetod ol the publie navy yards ae far us
prooticabie, or by private contract, after giviog ton days
uotiee for propesaly, publishod In the papers of New York,
Piewton, Philedelphin and Paltimoro,

Mr. Senawiex, (rep.) of N. Y., in explunation, eaid
that thess veseels are 10 be built on a play eotirely differ-
ent frum thoss already constructed. The details and
specifications he would deern it lmprodent to disciose,
even i he had the menns,  The plin was well considered
by s committes of naval officers,

Mr. Vaiuaspiosam incidentully said, in the courss of
hiv remarks, that, rather than yield the principles which
we bave held for yoars, he was prepared to mect the com-
bined boetility of the whole world, and this he believed
was the gontimont of the entire American peaple.

Mr. Skpawiok said that the Pengncols wes ono of the
beauties of buildiog by private eontract, which was lews
sutistnctory und economioal than thoss eonstrictod b the
governnient yards. He (Sedgwick) did not believe that
u foreign war was pending; bat il it was 50, he hoped that
thaquestion would be met in a proper spirit, There wae no
ingult of which Great Britain could complain to justify
war. The vegsels now proposed to be constructed were
not for service abroad, bui st home,to put down Lhe
rebellion.

Mr. Vallandigh
the bill pussed.

THE DRAD LETTER OFFICE.

Mr. Conrax, (rep.) of Ind., from the Commstios on Lhe
Post Office, reported a bill to promoto the efMcionay of the
Dead Lotter Office, based om recommendations from the
Postinaster Ganeral in his aunual report,

The bill was pussed.

INQUIRY 49 T0 CONGRESEMEN HOLDING OFFIF K.

On motion of Mr. Wasnwerse, (rop.) of 1L, the Com-
mittee on Elections was instriicted to inquire and report
whelhor any person holding office under tho United States
and receiving compeusation tharefor iz At the same time

's was disagreed (o, nud

war of 8 % Wado, Chandler, and Joh

of Tenncssce, and Represeniatives Gooch, Covode, Julisn
and Odell,
ARRIVAL OF GENERAL BUTLER.
Major Gameral Butler arrived here last night.
NOVEMENTE OF COMMODORE WILRES.

Commodora Wilkes visited Congress to-day snd was

zordially received by the membery,
TOE ABOLITION OF THE FRANKING PRVIILEGE.

The bill abolishing the franking privilege, reporied by
Mr.Cpifax, from the Tost Office Committes,and which
win pastponed 111l the secoud Thnrsday of January,
abeliches all laws authorizing letters or public documents
o be sent fee, but provides that all who are uow enti
tied to the franking privilege may send them without
prepaymnent, ae aoldleva’ letters aro at-preeent, the pogt
oge w0 be paid by the resipent; ppeecties 10 be carried fo

ageal horo and receiving compenestion ns & mem-
ber of the House.
TR CAPITOL AND TREABURY EXTRNEION CONTRACTA.

A resolution was pacsed directing an isquiey lnto the
building of tho Capitol and Troasury extensions; whother
the contract ig being faithfully pe od, and whether
the work cannot be done ai less cxpense Lo the govern.

ment.
ABOLITION OF TIE FIANKING FRIVILIGE,

Mr. Coryax reported n bill abolishing the frankiog pri-
vilage, the eonslderation of which was postponed until
the seoond Tuseday in January.

THR QONMCLAR AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION WILL
was congidered and passed,

INVESTIGATION INTO THR OOST OF TRANKPORTING TROOP,

On motion of Mr. Hotsax, (opp.) of Mich.,a resolution
was adopted instruating the Select Cuinmltiee on Con.
tructs to inguire whethar the Lranapurtation of troose by
rallroad was by specinl coutract or otherwise, ke, and
cakdnpen the Soeretary of War to furnish all ordars rela.
Lives b0 L traneporinton of roops wud e jous of war

Adjuurned

Mr. Caneger, (Uning of Vo, moved 1o amend 80 a8 w

Thelr Ground—Our Map of the Vicimi-
ty=Description of Mumfordsville and
Neighborhood, &c.

The rocent offivial roport from Gonersl Buel!l to the
headyuarters at Washington, sent by telegraph, gives
nur gome few particulars of the brilliant rosistance made
by fonr companiea of the Thirly secopd Indmna Volun-
toars agniost a vastly superior robel foroe under Colonel
Terry. The rebel foree conninted of

One r 1 of Texan It '

Two regiments of infantry, and

One battery of &ix guus,
and that of the Unioniste of but four companies, who oo-
eupiod 0 peint o front of the railroad bri'ge acrose
Groen river, & short dintance south of Mum’ordsviile.
Tho ailack was mado by the rebely at aboul two o'clock
in the aftornoen of the 17th inst., and aflar & briof strug-
gle, during whieh they loat Colonel Terry, of tho Ran era—
Lie, with thirty three others, being killod, and abo. t fifly
others wounded—they inglorjiously retreated. Tho Union
lurs won ome Lieubenant and eight enlinted men killed, aud
ten wounded,

The lellowing composa Lhe feld and staff officera of Lha
Upion rogiment, although but four companies, ag before
#iatod, woro sclually in the fight, under the command
of 1Licutenant Colonel Yon Droba—

THIRTY-SECOND INDIANA VOLUNTEERS.
o oAngoatns Willich,
.Houry Voo Dreba,
<o dred'k. Wm. Schnakenburg.
Aarl Fohmidel.
Ed. Muclier,

Colowu! wean
Livitenant Colone!
BIRJON wusisvmbiinie oo
Adjitant, ... ..
Qartermasler . ooe e
Forgeon sassaEanh —

Chagdain .. .. JRev. Emil Beacheoff,

The reghinent i& leeally kuown a8 the First German re-
wimant of Indison, and has for some time been slationad
on wome pordion of the Loaisyille and Naghville Rallroad,
on e bridge of which the present Aght ook place

OUR MAP OF THE VICINITY.

By o glance at the map which we presest to.day, the
| progress made by the Union treops 1A their advanceupon
Bowling Ghreen (& At onco apparent, At the top of the
| mag i that portionof Muldrasgh's HIN firet talien posses-
ainn of by the rebels, and rince regnined by the Unionista,
The janction between the 1, banun branch and the Loul-
vilie and Naghivillo Railroad taken place lere, and the
polnt ia ene valuwhie to be held by cliber parly. Op
conrse It s now in the right hands,

Following the railroad track, the next poini®
of importance are Elizabethtown and Nolin, both
places often mentioned in the present siruggle. A short
distapeca further on 1w Upton siation, donbtiess named
after the noted secesalonist , Mre. Upton, who has caused
gome litile trouble alroady to the govornment. The next
plage of importance is Bacon creek, st which plaec Gene
rial Buell reporte the division under General Mitchell, of
astronomical fame.  Following the lios of railway for six
miles only, the scens of the recent fAght is reached, wiere
Genaral MoCook'a diviglon i located. Mumfordsville in
situsted on Green river, oftlimes mentivued as being
in the possezsion of the rebels under Buckner. Near thin
placa is the noted Mammoth Cave of Keutucky , am! ferty-
twi miles only separate the advancing Uniun army from
the rebel posilion &t Bowliog Groen, vo anotl.er branch of
Gireen river,

A SHORT DESCRIPTION OF MUMFORDSVILLE
AND VICINITY,

Mumfordevilie, the capital of Hart county, is situated on
the right or northern baok of Oreen river, aod in
gevonty four tuiles from Louisville. The river i oavi-
gable far amall steamers during part of the year, It has
& population of about 800. Near this town is a remarika-
ble snring, which is connected with o millpond, the wa-
tors of which, at sbout tweive o'clock each diy, rive
twelve of [ifteen inches, averfiow the dam and recede Lo
their ordioar’y leygl With all the regularity of the tides,
Six miles esst of the +*¥u jg 8 hole shaped like an in.
verted odne, syenty feot in diam *ar '!‘_“" top, but di
minuted to 160 or twelve (eat at the depil of Sbout thirty
feat. A sions thrown into this hole rambles 4oWD tho
sides without returning any sound indicating fte SAYINE
tourhed the bottom.  In tho same vieinity, near the 90
of an elevation called the Frenchman's Knob, comamences
s hole or sink, which has been d-m&ﬂ'ramhr
means of & rops, without Gndiog bottom, The wonder
ful Mammoth Cava (8 ouly & few miles from thia bawn.

THE MANMMOTH CAVE.

One of the imporiant points inthe meighborhocd %

Mumfordsville is this Marnmoth Cave; and who bas uo,
beard of it In the extent and number of ita chambars
in the length of its galleries mnd its yariety of interesting
objects, #uch a8 strewms, mounds, staisctites, Rlalag-
mites, Ko, it Liaw no equal. Among il productions are
niities of 1t s said o have been explored
mmneu 9’"‘ that distance in a boat on & deep river
inhabited by n white, oyeliss flsh) without giving any la-
fons of comiog to a termination. Al the largest end
of whit has been considered the longest ayenus of the
cave, thoro is a pit, dack and decp, and terrible, known
as the maeletrom,  Tens of thousands bave gazed ioto it
withi nwe, while Bougnl lglita were thrown into it to
make jta fearfy! depths visible; bul none ever hail ii.
daring Lo explore /b uabil very receatly,




